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‘When people in poverty are listened
to, change happens.’ romm

That is the simple - and stark -
message of Scotland’s Poverty Truth
Commission. The opposite is, tragically,
also true. When people who struggle
against poverty are ignored, or worse
still, blamed for their poverty things will
only get worse.
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that are far too often written off.
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‘The Poverty Truth Commission is
about changing hearts and minds.’
o000l

Scotland’s
Poverty Truth Commission
June 2014
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The scale of poverty in Scotland, one of the richest
countries in the world, is a scandal. Over 20% of
children are growing up in poverty. The rise in the
number of people visiting Foodbanks is shocking.
As very low wages fail to keep pace with the cost of
essentials, over half of those in poverty are also in

paid work.

0 DODNONmMmOO want the opportunity
to have a life — to thrive not just
survive.’

0 MO0mMO00G‘Poverty to me means
choices of gas and electricity or food
or new shoes for kids, or taking them
a walk and not having money to treat
them to an ice-cream when they’ve
been good.’
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moommomommmom | would rather
crawl on my hands and knees over
broken glass than go to a food bank.’

0 OODmMOO0mM/ had 6 children. | am
lucky to say my kids never went to
bed hungry but my husband and | did
... and we were working. When [ just
had my kids we were not in debt but
once | had the grandkids to look after
| got a lot of debt. There was so
much going against them. | am still
trying to pay off the debts.’




‘Shouldn’t Scotland have overcome
these issues relating to poverty by
now? Shouldn’t the notion of poverty
be non-existent here?’n o ononn

‘Really terribly, in recent times,
poverty also means that the
government thinks you are an easy
target, a scapegoat, worth less than
everyone else and an easy target to
wreak austerity havoc on.’n
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‘When I think of poverty in Scotland
| think first of the scores of families

| have known who have lived in
poverty yet who have lived with
dignity and courage. And then | think
of the individuals who allow this
poverty to continue, when we could
actually eradicate it, if we had

the will.’
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affect those living in poverty with people

five years it has brought together some of

of our economically poorest citizens.
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The effectiveness of the Commission is
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_— stereotypes are left at the door (first names
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‘The Commission is unique in building ‘The combination of members, and

bridges and promoting the idea the influence that some have, allows
that people living in poverty are the the voices of those living in poverty to
experts on their own lives. It’s about be heard in places which were never
vulnerability being given a platform.’ accessible before.’

‘The best thing about the Commission ‘I have learnt that | am not alone and |
is the passion for wanting to make have also learnt that if at first you don’t
change. The Commission is united in succeed you try and try again until you
its efforts towards making that change  get results.’

which is alive and progressing.’
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SCOTLAND’S SECOND POVERTY GOING FORWARD

TRUTH COMMISSION
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Not all our Commissioners have been able to come to
every meeting - other things come up - but rarely have
fewer than twenty people gathered. This is a sign of
how important involvement in the Commission has been
for people who live busy, complicated and difficult lives.
We have all brought our own skills, experience and
knowledge.

Alison Douglas

Donna Barrowcliffe

Louise Falconer

Alan Naylor

Ghazala Hakeem

Lynn Hendry

Andrea Williamson

Harry Burns

Marie McCormack

Anne-Marie Peffer

Jackie Killeen

Moira Lenehan

Ayshea Khan

Jean Forrester

Patrick Boase

Blair Green

Jennifer Stoddart

Sadie Prior

Caroline Mockford

Jennifer Wallace

Sandra Carter

Cath Milligan

Jim McCormick

Tricia McConalogue

Darren Murray

John Downie

Diane McKechnie

Linda de Caestecker




‘l am able to bring the fearlessness
of speaking up about issues that
affect me.’

‘I think | bring a bit of a bridge
between people, lots of data, and
mentoring to Kinship Carers.’

‘I hope | bring my experience of
more than forty years of working
(and for many of these years also
living) alongside people in poverty
in Scotland. I also would hope |
bring a level of personal support.’
‘I think | bring a commercial
acumen to the commission that
adds to the framing of arguments
for an external audience.’

‘I bring my experiences which

I can share.’

‘I think | brought a health orientated
approach to the commission and
maybe have toppled a few pre-
conceived ideas about what GPs
are like, hopefully in a good way.’
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‘An awful lot of moans and groans
and a wee bit of life experience.’

‘I bring an open mind and a passion
for putting what weight | have
behind “minority” struggles.’

‘A willingness to listen, a belief that
this way of working is an approach
that promotes a fairer and more
just society.’

‘Knowledge of the research
evidence (I hope) and some
contacts beyond the Poverty

Truth Commission.’

0 0MOOOnOo0 0MDODDODMMDM 00MOOub0o0 D0MMOD0OD000MmMOODom

000D D OIMMIIMO0MO0mooom




00000 000000 0mom oo

mMonomomom

000000 OMooOmoooooo

financial services (such as credit and
insurance) than those who are better off.

GORBALS

000 00 O MomooODoo00moom
MOMmo 0 007 have to switch off my
electric in the winter as | cannot afford
to put money in the meter. Three days
before my giro payment it comes down
to “heat or eat” as often | cannot afford
to do both.’

able to afford to keep warm and to eat a

RIVER CLYDE
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Welfare Reform is deepening inequality in Scottish
society. It is estimated that between £1.5 and £2billion
per year is being saved by tax payers as a result of
changes to the benefits system in Scotland. These
changes are being felt, disproportionately, by the very
poorest and most vulnerable in our society. We believe
that this is inherently unjust. Instead, any changes must
be focused on narrowing the gap between the richest

and the poorest.
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on the part of Job Centre staff. Sanctions
rather than incentivising people to find

0 0MODOO0ODOmMODDOIDOD 0000mooommo
0MO0MOMODO0MIMOMMDMO0 MO0 0omoo
MIMTOO0MOINOOM 00MIDOOIDMOn OO
0000 0 MOO00mM 0000MO0000M ommao
00000 O0Im

0 00 00MIIMDOmM 00 0 MOMOmMo00maoooo
O000moo0mMO0mMoo0 MINDMmM 00MOoo0o
suffered a similar fate. The Commission
O0000MOODmMO0MOIDOMO000DID0000no0o0
O0MOMOOIDO0OMD 00 000 MIMmmmOMnom
MOOMIMmMOODOONM OMOM MO MO0 mO00mmo
O00MOMIMNMOOODOOD 00 00 0 Momoom
00O 00mOOmm

‘You used to come out the of the Job
Centre happy if you had found a job.
Now you come out pleased if you
haven’t got a sanction.’
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career progression; the inflexibility of the
current Benefits System; the increase in
0 o o o

contracts in Scotland affects almost

Employees on zero-hour contracts are not

spoke frankly about the distressing effects
of zero-hour contracts. Such contracts
offer maximum flexibility to the employer
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Extreme financial hardship is only a part of
the difficulties people living in poverty face.
0 DO0MIDOM OOMOD DO0MOMDmOOmo00

‘I've seen me fill in application forms
and I’ll put down I live in Govan.

But I’'m then told “No, you don’t put
down Govan. Write Glasgow,
because if you say Govan, no-one is
going to employ you.” They are even
saying that at the Job Centre.’

@

‘benefit cheats’ and ‘undeserving.’ 11

written off as ‘lazy.’

look beyond the superficiality of the area
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we are clear that different, longer term and
more sustainable solutions are required.

are looking to develop more effective ways
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As a Commission we have been
profoundly challenged by what we
have learnt and shared together.

It is in this spirit that we share and
issue these challenges. Some are
directed towards particular groups.
Others are for all of us.

+ We challenge I0MIMOOMO0 MO
MO00MIDMDOIDDDOMO00MUoo00Ono
0000DIMO0MINMMMOMMOD ONoo 0

+ We challenge 000MMMO0MOOMDOO
000 0 MDOODIDO0M DM O00O0IDIooon
IMOOIDIDO0MOM OO0 MmMO00Onoomon
0000I0ON OO0 WOONOMDo0monooom
0DMDOmO0D M Ommon

* We challenge IMIINOMDMION 00MOO
MO000 00MWO D000 O00MMOODDm Oomo
IIDOIMMIMO0MO0mooon

+ We challenge OMIINOMNM OMMOMOT
O00MOMMOmOMIDImOD 000Mmoom
000000 MOMOODMmD dnooo bo
0000 Do

+ We challenge 000MINOOMMOMOMO
101 0 0
fuel poverty through more effective
MODIMODCmMODOD 0MO00M 0Mmoo
[IIMOnOO0mOm MDMOOMOmMmmMOomomo

+ We challengellI00IO O0ODMOOM
00O 0MDIOmMO0mM O dmoomam
[MMODO00M DOOMDMIm MOD00oamo
0000ODNIMO00MO00MOmMOMIDMmoanoo
energy sources and a not-for-profit
000MOmMmoD 0oood

o)

We challenge NN T HM ANOME 0md
0 0 1
O0000mmmo MEmEAMUoNmOmo0 ommoo
0000

We challenge IO Of O OTIDOOO0DMmMAO
MOMOOOMImE0 DOMO0n 0000 am
0 1

I o i {  f
00IIOMO0On DIMOOODOOD Menmoo

* We challenge IMIINOMNONOOMOOOOB0

MOD 0MIDOOD DO 00CMOIDDMmom
0OnoooOIm

+ We challenge I IO M MINAN0

000 00MOIDODMTmMOm o000

We challenge [Il1 0MOOMONMAOOOOOO
000 MmMOmmOMmONDMMODOD0000omm
O000MOO0MO OOMImOmoDmmDmO0mom
Mommooooa

We challenge [MINOONMOOMOOOO00O
MOmoomInNoOnmmOMmo0mOD0mmono
00MOIMm MIMomMOMDD0MMImOmm 00ma

We challenge! [I0MTMOOMN MO0 M MO MM
I00MIMmMEMIINO00000MODmoOmonomo
[MmOOD I 0000

We challenge DI00MOINO0INOOMONO
poverty to engage more effectively with
MO OOMODmMEDO0MmM 0 ommomm Onom
0Mmonmo

We challenge HMMINOMNMOO OOMOO
O0DmOMDOOnmoOnomMOm 00 M 0000ma
OmonomOmmmoIMmmMOMDo0moo00o0ooa

We challenge!lll 00O MO MmO
00 OMNOmOOnoo0mDO00moO 00O o
0000MOm 0MmMOOMmAO0 MO0 M
MO0mMOmNmamon

+ We challenge MNOO0M OMMOOOO

O00MODIMO0MOfoNIDOmoomommooon
who are directly affected in developing
O0MOmoOm



0000000 0000 0 mMo0mooooome

As one group of individuals puts down justice system, representatives of

the baton, we have invited another to take political parties, academics, refugees,
up the challenge. They will do so at avery advice services, business leaders,
significant time for Scotland. carers and volunteers.

Our new commissioners come - [
to us with a wealth of experience i
from many sectors and parts of ;
society. These include the Scottish
Government, Glasgow City Council,
faith communities, students and school
leavers, community activists, people
involved in the criminal

Aimee Ottroh Ghazala Hakeem Maureen McKenna
Alison Phipps Haq Ghani Paul Liddell
Andrew Scott Harry Burns Philip Tartaglia
Bob Doris Jackie Baillie Ricky Ross
Caroline Mockford James Brown Robert Gordon
Cath Milligan Jim McCormick Ross Finnie

Colin McConnell John Chalmers Sheena Barnes
Darren Murray Karyn McClusky Susan McMahon
David Ramsay Kourtney McMurray William Ledbetter
Fergus McNeill Lesley Fraser ... and others to be
Fraser Falconer Margaret Lynch confirmed.
Georgina Shields Marie-Therese Martin

Whatever the outcome of the Independence Referendum in September 2014,
Scotland is going to change. The change we seek is a Scotland where all of
our citizens, and particularly those who are the most disadvantaged, will play
a part in shaping our future together. @
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background planning is required.
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ways to make a difference.
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Try to find the people struggling against
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from different points of view and don’t 0
just agree to differ.
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